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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
4/6/21 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee 
Joseph Marra, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee  
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee  
 

Members Absent 
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee  
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Christopher Platania, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Operations. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of 
particular persons, and collective negotiations with the SFA.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:03 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:51 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Christopher Platania, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business & Operations; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; 
Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, District Clerk; members of the staff, media and 
community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:02 pm 
 
Dr. Blanch reported that faculty and staff working diligently at secondary schools as students are starting to return 
tomorrow.  Maintenance and custodians are working steadily to place desks/chairs and our nursing staff will be 
starting to test randomly.  Will continue to clean and disinfect areas.  Will watch and monitor, as we are seeing some 
cases from the outside, but the district is ready to have all of our students back.   Dr. Blanch reminded everyone that 
families have the month of April to decide what to do. 

  

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
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5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 

Jill Schantz addressed the Board wondering if there’s a quarantine policy for students 16 or over once they are 
vaccinated. 
 

A. Energy Performance Contract  
Dr. Blanch highlighted some items, what has been done to date, project overview, interior and 
exterior lighting upgrades (instant savings).  Clarified the reason the proposition is on the ballot – to 
get an additional 10% of state aid, will not cost anything to the taxpayers.  Dr. Blanch reviewed the 
automatic control system.  Mr. Kieran of the ECG group further explained these panels plus the 
installation of exhaust fans.  The replacement of unit ventilators plus the Boilers will also be replaced 
for additional savings, steam traps will be replaced and domestic hot water systems.  Mr. Kieran also 
explained the heat recovery system.   Cost savings were discussed.  Discussion with the Board took 
place.  Presentation is on district website. 
 

B. MYP Update 
Kevin Guidotti introduced the ongoing work and clarified and reminded all this is different than the IB 
program at SHS.  The MYP program is for all students in grades 6-8, and the district is also pursuing the same 
MYP for grades 9-10, this initiative is a few months behind.  Our target is to have a guaranteed IB experience 
for our students 6-10.  MYP Coordinator and 6th Grade Teacher, Mrs. Jenna Schettino recognized the MYP 
team which consisted of representatives from all subject areas and grade levels.  Mrs. Schettino also 
recognized the administrative team at SMS for the collaborative work.  Mrs. Schettino discussed the updated 
timeline, still on target for Fall of 2022, discussed four focus points – policy work, professional learning and 
growth, ATL skills and curriculum maps updates.   Mrs. Schettino gave examples of feedback from the 
professional learning team and reviewed framework for professional learning plan.  Mrs. Schettino also 
discussed Approaches to Learning (ATL) and targeted skills.  Discussion took place with the Board.  
Presentation is on district website. 
 

6. BOARD ACTION 
A. Personnel 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 6-0 
 

B. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 6-0 

Chris Platania discussed the agenda items. 
 

C. MOA – SCSD & SFA (School Faculty Association)  
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves a Memorandum of Agreement between the Somers Central School District and the Somers Faculty 
Association /NYSUT for the period from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2026. 
 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 6-0 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

Deborah Szanto thanked the Board for the work the district has done, the work, resiliency and compassion of 
teachers, feels blessed to be in this town, loved the MYP presentation.   
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Rosalind Gallino spoke in support of the MYP program as a parent.  As a PTA member, offered more support if 
needed.     
 

8. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
Trustee Michael D’Anna praised the MYP program and expressed appreciation for the work done.  Mr. D’Anna 
reminded the public of the energy performance contract proposition that the community will be asked to vote on, 
and that this allows the district the benefit of receiving an extra 10% of state aid, there is no extra cost to the 
taxpayer.  Trustee Joseph Marra thanked everyone involved in the MYP program.  Mr. Marra addressed the issues 
of race and equity stating everyone should be treated fairly.  Mr. Marra addressed statements made at a previous 
meeting by Dr. Portnoy, acknowledged differing ideas but ultimately wanting equality for all and, as a Board, 
remaining focused on the education of our children.  Board President Lindsay Portnoy acknowledged Mr. Marra’s 
statements, and while Dr. Portnoy respectfully disagreed with some of the things, appreciated all that was said.  
Trustee Chadwick Olsen stressed the importance of the Board representing and supporting the community and 
students, faculty and administrators.  Mr. Olsen thanked everyone for the MYP presentation acknowledging all the 
work done and the great people and leadership involved.  Trustee Ifay Chang expressed appreciation for the entire 
board and acknowledged the MYP presentation.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri responded to Mr. Marra’s 
comments, agreeing on some points and disagreeing on others. Mrs. Cambareri expressed gratitude and 
appreciation for the MYP undertaking and commitment and effort from the teachers and administrators.    
 

9. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 
Dr. Blanch thanked the Board for recognizing the work and enthusiasm on the MYP work.   Dr. Blanch addressed 
the Juneteenth holiday and the continuing conversation with SEEAT on the calendar, plus appropriate learning 
experiences for students.  Dr. Blanch noted the district has one instructional day available and asked the Board if 
June18th should be recognized as Juneteenth day.  The date will not negatively impact the calendar.  Dr. Blanch will 
bring the discussion back to the Board at the next meeting.  Dr. Blanch also addressed math updates and the group’s 
continuing work identifying new resources and moving away from current outdated resources.  Dr. Blanch 
mentioned the Where’s My Bus app which is working well internally but the added feature for parents learning 
where their child’s bus is has not worked as well due to the crazy schedule we’ve had to work with due to COVID.   
At this time, the SFA (Teacher’s union) president, Brenda O’Shea joined Dr. Blanch in speaking about the five-year 
contract the Board approved this evening.  Ms. O’Shea thanked Dr. Blanch and the Board for the approval of the 
contract in a challenging time.  With the contract in place, educators can focus their energy to teaching and educating 
the children, moving forward in excellence together.  Finally, Dr. Blanch mentioned some nervous, but positive, 
energy in our buildings today as some of our secondary students start returning tomorrow.   
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting/Workshop of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 6-0 TIME 10:03 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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